
What’s do these municipalities 
have in common?

Fitchburg
Dane County
River Falls
Grafton
Sun Prairie
Middleton
Waukesha County
Beloit
Mukwonago
Weston
Manitowoc

Darlington 
Whitewater
Brown Deer
Stevens Point
Ashland
Bristol
Bayfield
Menomonee Falls
DeForest
Egg Harbor
Plymouth



Wisconsin 
Water Star

Suzanne Wade
University of Wisconsin – Extension

Natural Resources Educator Rock River Basin

Water Star Coordinator



Water Star
Inspire, guide and recognize

municipalities for exemplary work in 
groundwater, surface water and recreation



Water Star’s Development:

Four Year Partnership 
- Public sector
- Private sector

200 
Professionals



Water Star recognizes efforts

Improving water quality

Decreasing runoff

Addressing land use

Surface Water



Water Star recognizes efforts

Protect groundwater quality

Address degraded grh2o

Protect quantity –
Conservation & recharge

Groundwater



Protect high quality 
ecosystems

Restore degraded ecosystems

Link big and small habitats

Wildlife and Habitat



Recreation & Human Health

Promote recreation &
enjoyment while
protecting the waters

Protect human health:
microbes and toxins



Water Star
• On-line application
• No Cost (yes, free!)
• Not an audit program
• Self-administered
• Customized 



http://www.waterstarwisconsin.org



Bronze – Silver – Gold

65%? Not all actions are smart or 
needed for a specific municipality

Bronze 40% of potential points

Silver 50% of potential points

Gold 65% of potential points



Water Star Communities

Gold: Dane County, Fitchburg, River Falls, Grafton, 
Sun Prairie, Middleton

Silver: Mukwonago, Waukesha County, Beloit, Weston
Bronze: Manitowoc, Darlington, Brown Deer, Whitewater, 

Stevens Point, Ashland, Bayfield, Bristol, Plymouth, 
Menomonee Falls, Egg Harbor



Community Pride

• Water Star logo on website
• Signs at entrances to the 

community



Let people know you 
care about water

•Citizens, elected officials, 
employees

•Potential new businesses



Better Water Quality
Many easy activities available –

can make improvements without 
significant resources

Many important activities to protect 
surface and groundwater, guidance 
on what others have done. 

Creativity and new ideas rewarded.



Water Star Partners
Private Sector:

MSA Professional Services
Natural Resources Consulting 

(now Stantec)
Ruekert-Mielke



Water Star Partners

Rock River Coalition 
Town & Country RC&D
UW-Extension/UW Colleges
Wisconsin DNR 
Wis. DOA Coastal Management
Wisconsin Public Service Comm. 



Next Steps
Webinar series July – September  2011

Workshops offered

 Annually application taken off-line, for 
changes to actions, answers and points

Website back on-line in February

Hope to add special taxing districts



Become a Water Star 
at

www.waterstarwisconsin.org

Application takes 2.5 – 3 hours 
to complete, and can be done 

by multiple individuals


